GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
V
The Rhine frontier between Gallia and Germania
as fixed by Caesar was not intended either by him
or by his successors to be the final line of division.
They all of them for half a century or more con-
templated the reduction and  civilisation of Ger-
tnania herself.   It was felt to be too dangerous to
have the restless, half-starved hordes of predatory
Teutons continually pressing upon the confines of
the Roman Commonwealth of Nations.    Hence
numerous expeditions across the Rhine were made
^during the period 50 B.C. to A.D. 39, some of which
resulted in considerable conquests.   The general aim
appears to have been to  reduce  to the  Roman
obedience all the territory lying between the Rhine
and the Elbe.   If this aim had been achieved the
whole subsequent course of European history would
have been radically different from what it has actually
been.   For the tragedy of Germania (as of Hibernia)
has been that it has never been subjected to the
magistral discipline of Rome.   Four centuries of the
Pax Romana converted the Celtic and Ivernian tribes-
men of Gaul into  civilised Latins,  rich in  their
culture and humanity, and proud of their citizenship
in the great Empire of the Caesars.    Meantime
beyond the Rhine the Germanic nations continued
to seethe in their barbaric conflicts.
Unhappily, however, the Roman efforts to reduce
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